
All work created as part of your employment is owned 
by the University. Outside work may be owned by the 
University per the Illinois Employee Patent Act. Please 
contact Office of University Counsel if you have any 

questions.Is the work part of 
University research?

I am in Academic Ranks I am NOT in Academic Ranks

The work IS University research. The work IS NOT University research.

Is it part of outside 
consulting work?

Is it software created as part 
of teaching duties (not part 
of research in any way)?

It IS NOT a part of 
teaching duties.

It IS a part of 
teaching duties.

Patentable inventions created on your 
own time are governed by the Illinois 
Employee Patent Act and University 

policies. 
Please contact Office of University 

Counsel with questions.

You must have a conflict management 
plan and report the work on your
Report of Non-University Activities. 
University Intellectual Property may 
not be assigned to outside companies.

Academic rank employees own the 
copyright in teaching materials like 
lecture notes and quizzes. Software 
created outside teaching duties is 

owned by the University.

It IS outside consulting. It IS NOT outside consulting.

It IS software created as 
part of  teaching duties.

It IS NOT software created 
as part of  teaching duties.

All inventions, data, and software 
are owned by the University. Do not 

disclose or transfer
 materials and information. Do not 
post software on GitHub or other 
open source library without Office 
of Technology Management’s 

authorization.

Were University resources used 
beyond those customarily provided, 
or was there a separate agreement 

for the work?

Is it developed as part 
of teaching duties?

Resources beyond 
those customarily 
provided WERE 
used and/or 

there is a Separate
 Agreement

Please consult the 
Office of University 

Counsel with questions.

University resources beyond those 
customarily provided WERE NOT 

used and/or 
there is NOT a Separate Agreement

Is it a publication
 resulting from 
research?

It IS NOT a publication.

Will the publication 
include inventions, 
data, or software 
source code?

It IS 
a publication.

Inventions, data, and software are 
owned by the University. 

Questions about publication or re-
lease should be directed to Office of 
Technology Management or Office 
of University Counsel. Software 
should not be released on GitHub 

without authorization.

Academic rank employees own 
the copyright in publications 
resulting from research.

Graduate students own the copyright 
in their theses and dissertations, but 

the University owns the original records 
supporting those documents and has a 

license to the final document.

It WILL include 
invention, data, 
or software 
source code

It WILL NOT include invention, 
data, or software source code

University of Illinois Intellectual Property Ownership Determination Matrix

Are you a faculty member, graduate research 
assistant, or other title in the academic 

ranks?
*Academic Professionals are not in the

academic ranks

Academic rank employees own the 
copyright in software created as part 
of teaching duties. If the software 
is patentable, the University would 

own the patent.

Were University resources used 
beyond those customarily provided, 
or was there a separate agreement 

for the work?

Resources beyond those customarily 
provided WERE used and/or there is a 

Separate  Agreement

Please consult the 
Office of University 

Counsel with questions.

University resources beyond those 
customarily provided WERE NOT 

used and/or 
there is NOT a Separate 

Agreement
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